
The Ambassador 
 “We Are Ambassadors For Christ, Since God’s Appeal Is Being Made Through Us.”    (2  Cor.  5:20) 

 

JUNE 2010                                   TRINIDAD, COLORADO                    VOL. 23,   NO. 6 

  

WHAT MAKES A GOOD DAD? 

By Max Lucado 

 

Dear God, 

Thanks for giving me a daddy. You knew just 

what Iôd need! In case you need to make 

daddies for other kids, I thought you might 

like to know what I like best about the one 

you sent me: 

A good dad ... 

1. knows everything (like how to tie shoes 

and drive a car) 

2. is really smart (he even knows where the 

wind goes after it blows through the trees) 

3. has a forgiving heart (for when I mess up) 

4. is loaded with patience, patience, patience 

(he probably wonôt need it, but just in caseé) 

5. has a comfy lap and a big laugh (you 

understand about that, donôt you?) 

6. tells me all about you and your son. 

Your friend, 

A Kid 

P.S. I almost left out the best part! A good 

dad has real strong arms (to catch me when I 

fall. He says youôre just like that, too). 

CHAPTER ONE - A GOOD DAD MAKES GODLY 

DECISIONS 

The Lord made an agreement with Jacob 

and gave the teachings to Israel, which he 

commanded our ancestors to teach to their 

children. Then their children would know 

them, even their children not yet born. And 

they would tell their children. So they would 

all trust God and would not forget what he 

had done but would obey his commands. 

(Psalm 78:5-7) 

Hereôs a Lucado hunch about parenting: 

fathers and mothers enter the child-rearing 

business at two different times. Mothers 

decide to be mothers long before dads do. A 

mother carries a baby for nine months, giving 

her an opportunity to grow content with her 

decision to parent the new family member. 

Dad, however, goes about his daily routine, 

pretty much unaffected by whatôs going on 

inside the womb. Oh, heôs supportive and 

excited, but compared to Mom, heôs an 

observer. Until delivery time. Then Dadôs 

world takes on new meaning. He looks into 

the face of the new life and is faced with the 

realization: ñIôm the father of this child.ò You 

might call it a ñdelivery room discovery.ò At 

this point a good dad makes a big decision. 

He has to decide to become a father. And 

that decision sets up dominoes of decisions 

he will make for the rest of his life. Itôs a 



rational choice to alter his life, schedule, 

direction, and priorities in order to be a good 

dad to the tiny life in his arms. 

Fathering a child is, for many, not difficult. 

But being a father is! Itôs the first and most 

important decision of fathers: to make a 

conscientious choice to be a father. 

The decision to be a father is not just a 

delivery room decision, though. It is a daily 

decision. A century ago, dads were on-site 

parents, working the farm or running the 

family store. Children spent a great deal of 

their time alongside their parents, working 

together. But in our modern culture, 

employment distances most dads from their 

kids. Some dads leave home before the 

children are awake. Others arrive home long 

after the kids are home from school. 

Consequently, it is possible, even common, 

for a father to forget about fatheringðto 

emotionally disconnect himself from his 

children. Throughout the day, every day, 

dads need to renew their ñdadò decision. ñWill 

I attend this convention?ò ñIs this meeting 

essential?ò ñCan I rearrange these 

appointments to get home earlier?ò On the 

way home from work, dads have to decide to 

take off the work hat and put on the ñdadò 

hat. Itôs a decision to manage his time, 

carefully reconciling work with the priority of 

family. 

Being a good dad means making tough, 

sacrificial decisions. Decisions that tell our 

children what is important to us. 

In his book, Achieving Success Without 

Failing Your Family, Paul Faulkner describes 

the decisions of an insurance executive. 

Speaking at a businessmenôs convention, the 

man stressed the importance of being a 

father first. The manôs daughter was in the 

audience. 

...in the middle of his talk he had turned to 

her and asked, ñSweetheart, do you 

remember the time I won the million-dollar 

roundtable three years in a row?ò 

And she said, ñNo, Dad, I donôt guess I do.ò 

And then he asked, ñWell, do you remember 

when we used to have those Dairy Queen 

dates?ò 

And she said, ñOh, yes!ò 

And then he turned to the audience to make 

the point that daughters donót remember 

when you sell a million dollars worth of 

insurance, but they do remember your 

special dates.
1 

Not only must dads decide to be involved 

with their kids, available and interested in 

what interests them, but dads must decide 

what kind of role models theyôll be. What an 

incredible privilege: the task of molding and 

shaping little children. Kids have a unique set 

of antennaeðnot only are they able to see 

much and hear more, they replay the 

behavior they see in their parents. 

Paul Harvey tells a story thatôs a good 

example of this point: 

Our ñFor What Itôs Worth Departmentò knows 

that when Grey Baker goes golfing in 

Jackson, Mississippiðhe has taken his 

three-year-old grandson Trevor along as a 

companioné 

The boy has been learning the game by 

watching. 



Last week Grandpa Baker brought the lad a 

set of play golf clubs of his own. 

This past weekendðduring a family cookout 

in the backyardðthe little lad whoôd learned 

golf by observing Grandpa announced, 

ñWatch me!ò 

And he said a no-no word and threw his golf 

club up into the pear tree.2 

Of all the fathers in the Bible, one stands out 

for his decision to be a godly father. He 

consciously decided to be an adoptive father 

to his orphaned cousin, Esther. He could be 

called the father of courage, because he 

instilled this trait in his daughter. Do you 

remember the story? 

The small book of Esther reveals the story of 

the beautiful Jewish girl whose clever 

courage saved her people. Mordecai raised 

his daughter to take a stand at the right time, 

to do the right thing. 

Because of her beauty, Esther becomes 

Queen of Persia. Mordecai wisely advises 

her to conceal her heritage from King 

Xerxes. When Mordecai refuses to bow 

down to the kingôs officer, Haman, he places 

himself in jeopardy because of his 

convictions. He would bow before no one 

other than Jehovah. As a result, Haman 

conspires to destroy not only Mordecai, but 

all the Jews as well. 

Mordecai urges Esther to appeal to the king 

on behalf of their people. ñ... you may have 

been chosen queen for such a time as this.ò 

(Esther 4:14) 

Esther must have trusted Mordecai greatly, 

for she determines to stand before the king 

for her people. ñAnd if I die, I die.ò (Esther 

4:16) 

Words of faith, words of courage. Words that 

a daughter could say because she was 

raised by a father who made the right 

decisions. Remember this: a crisis does not 

develop character; a crisis reveals character. 

The character Esther reveals must have 

been learned from observing her fatherôs 

character. 

As the plot twists and turns, Mordecai and 

the Jewish nation are saved and Haman is 

executed. 

Usually, when we study the story of Esther, 

we see her strength and devotion to her 

people. But God used someone else in this 

story to accomplish his purpose. God used a 

faithful fatherða father who impressed a 

young daughter to have courage in her 

convictions. At the right time, Esther did the 

right thing, because she had been raised by 

a godly father. A father who knew that the 

decisions he would make as his daughter 

grew would help her learn to make godly 

decisions later in life. 

1 Paul Faulkner, Achieving Success Without 

Failing Your Family, 1994, West Monroe, LA, 

Howard Publishing Co., pp. 143-144. 

2 Paul Harvey, Jr., ed., Paul Harveyôs for 

What Itôs Worth, 1991, New York: Bantam 

Books, p. 121. 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN'S TIME FOR JUNE  
 

 Children's Time will 
continue throughout the 
summer. There will be 
child care during these 
summer months.  
 
The first Sunday of each 

month there will not be Children's Time 

  
June 9------------------------Rachel Hadaway 
June 16----------------------Marsha Girdlestone 
June 23----------------------Kay Gallegos 
June 30----------------------Dixie Newnam     
 

 

SESSION REPORT FOR MAY 

 

There was not a regular session meeting in 
May.  At a brief called meeting session 
members voted to have a bathroom installed 
off the pastorôs study.  During that meeting it 
was also approved that the UPW will 
determine any repairs that are needed in the 
manse. 
 
On May 23 the session and the DPNC met 
with COM chairperson, M.J. Romaro to begin 
the pastor nomination process.  In order for 
the process to succeed, the DPNC must 
complete the CHURCH INFORMATION 
FORM. A survey of all church members will 
be conducted to determine the 
desires/requirements of the congregation 
regarding the mission of the church and the 
skills and abilities sought in a new pastor.    
 
                        Margaret Foster, Clerk of Session
  
 
PRAYER and PRAISE   

 

ILLNESS:  Phoebe Segersð
Under Hospice care, Robert 
Gallegos,  Margaret Brown, Ken 
Lang, Jakob Diemer--water in his 
ears,  

Fern Garner--shoulder pain 
RECOVERING FROM SURGURY: Howard 
Smeall ï new pacemaker, Jim Thompson--- 
knee surgery 

¥ Eric Griffis ï Receiving radiation and 
chemo therapy 

¥ Betty Elser (former pastor's wife) loss of 
her daughter Janet to cancer.  

¥ FOR OUR CHILDREN  
¥ FOR LOCAL MINISTRIES:  Samaritan 

Clinic, SOUP Kitchen, AADA, Salvation 
Army, Helping Hands Ministries 

¥ All Military serving our country 
¥ All missionaries 
¥ All our shut-ins and  those unable to 

attend church  
¥ The Growing Healthy Churches Project 
 
 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS  
 

5 Aimee Aaroe 
  17 Katelin Dixon 
  27 Darby Shier 
  27 Barbara Jamieson  
 

  (Please contact Larry if your birthday has been 
missed.   We want to acknowledge and celebrate 
this important event with everyone.) 
 
 
ESTHER CIRCLE  

      

    Esther Circle of Presbyterian 
Women met on Thursday, May 
20 in the Fellowship Hall. There 
were four women present who 
enjoyed dessert and Bible study 

which was the fifth lesson in our books 
"Can War Be Holy?" We had a great 
discussion of the subject!! Those who were 
absent were missed. Jim Thompson, Fern 
Garner, Betty Elser, Jakob Diemer, and Sam 
and Julia Madrid were remembered in 
prayer. Supplies have been bought and 
plans for the future were discussed. On June 
5 the Basement Sale will be held. All are 
asked to bring their priced items on 
Thursday, June 3 at 1 p.m. for setup. Craft 
time will be Friday, June 18 at 10 a.m. All 
women are welcome and encouraged to 
being a friend. There are three mission 
projects that PAW supports. They are the 
Birthday Offering, Thank Offering, and the 
Least Coin.  The Birthday Offering will be 
received at a sandwich lunch served by the 
women on Sunday, June 27 following 



worship. More information on this offering will 
be in the bulletin. The other two offerings are 
dedicated at the Holiday Potluck in 
November. There will be no meeting in June 
because of the basement sale. The next 
regular meeting will be July 15 at 1 p.m. Ruth 
Shell will be hostess. The meeting closed 
with prayer. 
                                                                              

                        Ruth Shell, Moderator 

 

   

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 
× Communion Servers 

for June are Elders Tim 
Dixon and Bernadette 
Davis, and a Deacon. 

×  Menôs Breakfast at La 
Casa, 7:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 5. 

× Presbyterian Women will be serving a 

sandwich lunch following worship on June 
27th. The congregation is asked to 
support the lunch and the Birthday 
Offering which celebrates the blessing in 
the lives of women. Plan to stay following 
worship for good fellowship and good 
sandwiches!! 
 
 

× Continue to fill the basket in the narthex 
where weôre collecting labels from 
Campbell's soup cans, Box Tops for 
Education, and the Safeway for Education 
slips for a school project.  

× Recycle your aluminum cans in the 
designated can outside the basement 
door.  Proceeds help build Habitat for 
Humanity houses.  

 

× Anyone who would like to be in charge 
of refresments following worship are 
asked to sign up either a week or a 
month at a time. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the vestibule or the fellowship 
hall. Ruth Shell will serve during 
June. There is always coffee, tea, and 
hot chocolate! 

 

× Upcoming Events:  

June  
3----Bring priced items to the church    
from 1-3 for the basement sale.  
 
5----Come and browse and support 
PW at the basement sale----8-12. 
 
13--Session meeting following worship 
 
14ðFlag Day 
 
20ðFatherôs Day 
 
27--PW sandwich lunch following 
worship. The Birthday Offering of the 
Presbyterian Women will be received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSPIRATIONAL FATHER'S DAY QUOTES  

Whether you're a daddy-to-be or a 

seasoned granddad, Father's Day is a 

wonderful opportunity to bask in the glow 

of your family's affection and appreciation. 

This year, you can also make Father's Day 

an opportunity for self-reflection and 

PW Sponsored Basement Sale 

PW will be having their annual basement 
sale on Saturday, June 5 beginning at 8 
a.m.  The congregation is asked to bring 
any items they may have for the sale to 
the church basement, Thursday, June 3 
at 1 p.m.  Please price them. Most items 
are welcome but no clothes, please. If 
you are in the baking or cooking mood 
there will be a table of goodies for sale. 
Please support this one fund raiser that 
PW sponsors. The money raised is used 
to fulfill our mission pledge to PWPP, buy 
supplies for the church, help with the 
postage for the Christmas boxes, 
remember our college "kids" with goodie 
boxes, and to pay for  any small repairs 
that the group sees should be done. Do 
remember this date!! 
 



personal growth. Ask yourself: Are you the 

father you always wanted to be? Are you 

the father your children deserve? Here are 

some thoughts on the subject from 

history's greatest writers, thinkers, 

politicians and even comedians. 
 

On Leading By Example 

"Children have more need of models 

than critics."  

-  Frenc h moralist Joseph Joubert (1754 -

1824)  

 

Modern parenting experts agree. Role 

modeling desired behavior is a far better 

disciplinary tactic than harsh punishments 

- not to mention more effective one. 

 

On Disciplining Our Children 

"There must always be a stru ggle 

between a father and son, while one 

aims at power and the other at 

independence."  

-18th century English lexicographer 

Samuel Johnson  
 

At the root of countless disciplinary issues 

is a child's developmentally appropriate - 

but nonetheless maddening - quest for 

independence. While children need the 

freedom to explore and make mistakes in 

the process, a good father provides clear 

boundaries and gentle guidance 

throughout their journey. 
 

On Making Decisions 

"If the new American father feels 

bewildered and even defeated, let him 

take comfort from the fact that 

whatever he does in any fathering 

situation has a fifty percent chance of 

being right."  

-  Bill Cosby  

 

Like our kids, fathers need the opportunity 

to learn both through our successes - and 

through our setbacks. Getting it wrong 

today just means we have another 

opportunity to get it right tomorrow. 

 

 

On Being There 

"I cannot think of any need in 

childhood as strong as the need for a 

father's protection."  

-  Sigmund Freud  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador by email 

Anyone? 

If you would like to receive the 
newsletter by email  send a 
message to:   
 
newsletter@trinidadupc.org.   
 
The Ambassador  is also available 
for reading or downloading on the 
website: www.trinidadupc.org. 

mailto:newsletter@trinidadupc.org


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

P.O. Box 279 
801 San Pedro 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

OF TRINIDAD  
 

 

 

 

 
 

June Schedule: 

    Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

          Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

          Fellowship at 11:30 a.m. 

  

   
Website:   www.trinidadupc.org     

 

Since September 7, 1873  

Founded by Reverend Sheldon 

Jackson  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


