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Interceding for Our Land 

By Charles F. Stanley 

What does it take to 
motivate you to pray? 
For some people, 
prayer is an everyday 
priority. They cry out to 
the Lord on a regular 
basisðnot just for 
their own concerns, 
but also for the needs 
of their country and 

the world. For others, prayer is a last resort. 
They turn to it only in times of emergency, 
when all other avenues of help have been 
exhausted.  

No matter which category you fall into, there 
is no time like the present to lift up our nation 
to the Lord. Economically, we are facing one 
of the most difficult times since the Great 
Depression. Morally, we are experiencing the 
devastating consequences of forfeiting our 
belief in God and failing to live according to 
His standards. Christians often feel helpless 
to stop the moral decline we see in America 
today. But you and I can help improve the 
condition of our country by crying out to God 
on its behalf.  

What should motivate us to pray?  

The condition of our nation is evidence that 
we need to pray for Godôs intervention. No 
one will argue that many families are 
struggling economically right now. Our 
mortgage and banking industries are in 

crisis. Politicians make decisions based on 
what is best for themselves or what is 
popularðnot what is best for the country. 
Families are weakened by divorce, abortion, 
and promiscuity. Terrorism and natural 
disasters threaten our security. Many people 
and even some churches are redefining 
morality based on what is popular or 
convenient.  

Biblical warnings should also motivate us to 
pray. Moses warned the Israelites, ñIt shall 
come about if you ever forget the Lord your 
God and go after other gods and serve them 
and worship them, I testify against you today 
that you will surely perishò (Deut. 8:19). In 2 
Chronicles 7, the Lord told His people, ñIf you 
turn away and forsake My statutes and My 
commandments which I have set before you, 
and go and serve other gods and worship 
them, then I will uproot you from My land 
which I have given you, and this house which 
I have consecrated for My name I will cast 
out of My sight and I will make it a proverb 
and a byword among all peoplesò (vv. 19-20). 
This passage clearly indicates that God will 
send adversity to get the attention of His 
people (v. 22).  

How does this apply to us as believers? The 
United States has enjoyed prosperityïïmore 
than almost any other nationðas a result of 
Godôs favor upon our country. We have 
experienced spiritual abundance too: 
Churches preach the Word of God, Bibles 
and other resources are readily available, 
and numerous ministries broadcast the 
gospel across our land. However, as a 
whole, we have forsaken the Lord and His 
commandments. Instead of basing decisions 



on Godôs principles, Americans tend to act 
according to personal preference or popular 
opinion. There can be little doubt that our 
nation is in spiritual rebellion.  

The principles of God do not change.  

Some people might argue that the two 
passages above refer specifically to the 
Israelites and cannot be applied today. But I 
believe these verses outline an important 
biblical principle that endures for all time and 
in all situations.  

We also see these warnings echoed in the 
New Testament. Galatians 6:7 states that 
what we sow, we will reap. Jesus said, 
ñEveryone who hears these words of Mine 
and does not act on them, will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
The rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and slammed against that house; 
and it fellïïand great was its fallò (Matt. 7:26-
27). If God allowed adversity to come to His 
chosen people because of their sin and 
idolatry, why would He withhold it from 
America?  

What will it take for God to hear and 
answer our prayers? 

Second Chronicles 7:14 says, ñ[If] My people 
who are called by My name humble 
themselves and pray and seek My face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.ò This promise is threefold: 
God will hear our cry, forgive our sins, and 
heal our land. But we must humble 
ourselves, repent of our wrongs, and lift up 
our nation to Him.  

The time is now. 

Few Christians would deny that our country 
is in moral decline. As the nation has moved 
away from biblical principles, we have seen 
an increase in divorce, drug abuse, suicide, 
depression, teen pregnancy, and selfishness. 
Ethical compromise and greed have resulted 
in financial instability. The right to share our 

faith, speak out on moral issues, and attend 
church freely could one day be threatened. 

Do you love this country and the 
independence it provides for us? Then I 
challenge you to kneel before the Lord and 
cry out to Him on behalf of the United States. 
Ask the Lord to awaken American spiritually 
and call her to repentance. If we do that, He 
has promised to hear from heaven and heal 
our land  
(2 Chron. 7:14). 
 
******************************************************** 
 
 
JULY LEADERS FOR CHILDRENõS TIME   
 

July 4-----------Holy Communion 
July 11---------Kay Gallegos 
July 18---------Melissa Dixon 
July 25---------Ruth Shell 
  

 
PRAYER and PRAISE   

 

¥ ILLNESS:  Phoebe Segersð
Under Hospice care, Robert 
Gallegos, Ken Lang 

¥ RECOVERING FROM 
SURGURY: Jim Thompson--- 

knee surgery, Larry Farmer ï 
Parathyroidectomy 

¥ FOR Fern Garner's great grandson who 
recently had serious surgery. 

¥ FOR Mary Mitchellôs grandson who is 
having surgery. 

¥ Eric Griffis ï Receiving radiation and 
chemo therapy 

¥ FOR The family of Shirley Clark 
Mason  (former member). Shirley passed 
away on June 21. 

¥ FOR LOCAL MINISTRIES:  Samaritan 
Clinic, SOUP Kitchen, AADA, Salvation 
Army, Helping Hands Ministries 

¥ FOR All Military serving our country 
¥ FOR All missionaries 
¥ FOR All our shut-ins and  those unable to 

attend church  
¥ FOR The Growing Healthy Churches 

Project 
 
 



 
 
SESSION REPORT FOR JUNE  

 
     The session met for its regular 
meeting following worship on 
June 13.  Elders present were 
Bernadette Davis, Tim Dixon, 

Larry Farmer, Ruth Shell and Margaret 
Foster.  Moderator Sam Madrid opened the 
meeting with prayer. 
     The Treasurers Report was approved as 
submitted.  Tim has moved some money into 
an account at Century Savings and Loan.   
     The session approved a questionnaire 
designed to determine the characteristics 
looked for in a pastor for this congregation.  
This questionnaire will be given to the 
congregation on June 20 and mailed on the 
21st to those that are not in attendance on 
the 20th.  
     It was moved and passed that we should 
look into selling the house next door to the 
manse.  We will contact Dave Shier and 
George Newnam about this matter.   
     The new bathroom upstairs has been 
completed except for finishing touches.  Sam 
volunteered to shop for these. 
     We will continue to provide childcare 
during worship services for children 
kindergarten and below.  When Alice cannot 
be here her daughter will come in her place. 
 

    Margaret Foster, 
Clerk of Session 

  
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS  
 
    6 Charlotte Thompson 
    8 Erin Diemer 
  14 Dave Shier 
  16 Ray Barela 
  17 Betty Taylor 

                 21      Caroline Diemer 
                 27      Tim Dixon 
                 30      Sam Madrid 
 
(Please contact  Larry  if your birthday has 
been missed.   We want to acknowledge and 
celebrate this important event with everyone.) 

 

 
 
ESTHER CIRCLE  

      

Esther Circle of the Presbyterian Women did 
not meet in June because of the 
basement sale. It was felt that 
the sale was successful making 
$423.92. This does not include a 
couple of nice donations. Thanks 
to all who donated, helped set 

up and sell and those who took the leftovers 
to the thrift store. Because summer is such a 
busy time the June craft time was canceled 
but will return in the fall if there is interest. 
The next meeting will be at the church at 1 
p.m. with Ruth Shell as hostess. Charlotte 
Thompson will lead the lesson. Plan on 
coming to this time of fellowship and 
learning. Childcare is provided if needed. 
 
The Birthday Sandwich Lunch held on June 
27 was a good time though the attendance 
was low. However, all you generous people 
did donate $104.60 to the birthday offering. 
This will be sent to PWPP for our mission 
above and beyond our regular giving. 
 
   Ruth Shell, Moderator 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  
× Communion Servers for July are Elders 

Larry Farmer and Dave Shier, and Deacon 
Ray Barela. 

 

× First Presbyterian Church 
of Raton invites us to help 
celebrate 125 years 

of Presbyterianism in Raton. The 
celebration will take place on Saturday, 
July 17 beginning at 5 p.m. with a pot luck 
dinner followed by a Celebration 
Concert. On Sunday at the 11 a.m. 
worship service the celebration will 
continue. Dutch Treat lunch will follow at 
12:30 at All Seasons Restaurant. If you 
are able plan to attend this happy time for 
the Presbyterian Church in Raton.  
 



× Begin planning on filling a children' 
box for Operation Christmas Child 
which will be coming up in early 
October. There will be plastic shoe 
boxes in the vestibule for those who 
want to be a part of this mission. 
 

× Continue to fill the basket in the narthex 
where weôre collecting labels from 

Campbell's soup cans, Box Tops for 
Education, and the Safeway for Education 
slips for a school project.  
 

× Recycle your aluminum cans in the 
designated can outside the basement 
door.  Proceeds help build Habitat for 
Humanity houses.  
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THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

P.O. Box 279 
801 San Pedro 
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  July Schedule: 

    Adult Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

          Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

          Fellowship at 11:30 a.m. 
  

   

  Website:   www.trinidadupc.org     

 

Since September 7, 1873  

Founded by Reverend Sheldon Jackson  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


